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This game theory is not that game theory
—A discussion with teacher LIU Xin-ran about The essence of competition is not what is
described in “the game theory”
CHEN Lu, ZHANG Qiang, CHEN Shuai
(School of Physical Education, Northeast Normal University, Changchun 130024, China)

Abstract: Play and game are the basics to understand competition. Starting with the difference between play and
game, the authors pointed out that scholars in China had mixed up these two concepts, failed to know about the cur-
rent state of oversea research, thus put forward some academic viewpoints which were internationally incompatible.
The authors pointed out the followings: play and game should be differentiated: animals can play, but only human
being can play a game; Huizinga’s game theory was inadequate to rebut the theory of “the essence of competition is
game”; the standpoint of anti-essentialism had been refuted by many people, was inadequate to become a stumbling

block in the study of the essence of competition. Finally, the authors introduced achievements made by western

scholars in play and game research, and pointed out the conditions for a game to turn into a competition.
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B2 XS S Ly B R, B play
game HSPERL TR, S PR E] Y Xl A
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A BEA 5"

BRI ML AT, SRR 5 LAY
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AHEF DS IR JE X 53 play BT
58, MARXT game WIBFFE. LAMAE BRI 52
BABE” AHRBRTT

EHEE R T A - WPEmE, dRE
Routledge & Kegan Paul WAt H I 1950 4F 53R
i (Homo Ludens ), _EIRXISCRFRAHIE AYELE5 I SC
A “we have the first main characteristic of play: that is
free, is in fact freedom. A second characteristic is closely
connected with this, namely that play is not ‘ordinary’
or ‘real’ life.” “Play is distinct from ‘ordinary’ life both
as to locality and duration. This is the third main charac—
teristic of play: its secludedness, its limitedness.” MIH

HAN play FEHERIRESS . %] play #954E A LU A0
MRS 2 play 1MHE game.
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STEAELEINE, R R EEE R AR ST TR AL

4 EEZFFKRGITZR X

W SCh I BEE (play ) PERTERR, SEECH
FLIE R ——game TCi 5 T SOOI, d5cfe 30K H:
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free; that is, individuals freely choose to engage in par—

ticular activities, and the duration of their engagement in
them is also a matter of voluntary choice. Separateness, the
second characteristic, refers to limitation in space and time.
Unlike sport, play is not restricted to a specific spatial
milieu---+- Third, play is uncertain——the course, end
result, or outcome cannot be predetermined-+---- Fourth,
play is unproductive or nonutilitarian in both process and
product:-+-+- Finally, play contains a make—believe com—
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SFZ A AYIBR AR, (LR R SRR LA X ) LR XK
SEIR TS T o IR N AL T BT 3t PR A BT AR
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